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Mike Neville arrested in connection with five counts of
aggravated indecent assault, one of aggravated sexual assault

Councillor opposes power station – in Blue Mountains: Page 5

By DAISY HUNTLY

MAYOR of  Griffith, Mike Neville, was yes-
terday charged with aggravated sexual
assault and indecent assault offences

against two women.
Investigations were carried out by mem-

bers of  NSW Police who were attached to
the Correctional Services Investigation
Unit, and the 51-year-old was arrested at

9.15am yesterday.
Later in the day, five charges of  aggravat-

ed indecent assault and one charge of
aggravated sexual assault were laid against
the wheelchair-bound mayor.

The charges relate to the alleged inde-
cent and sexual assault of  a 26-year-old
woman between March 2008 and April this
year, and the alleged indecent assault of  a 

� Continued Page 2

GRIFFITH’S MAYOR ON
SEX ASSAULT CHARGES

Rex manager lends
a hand shifting plane
LIFT OFF: Regional Express general manager of network strategy Warrwick Lodge helps
engineers lift a Saab aircraft over the Wagga airport fence yesterday. The plane will become
a classroom at the new Australian Airline Pilot Academy. Picture: Addison Hamilton

� Full story Page 3

Hope for a brighter future
THE DAY AFTER THE LIGHTS GO OUT AT ROBERTSON OVAL, WAGGA CITY COUNCIL MEETS
TO DISCUSS UPGRADES WITH A WORLD-LEADING SPORTS VENUE LIGHTING COMPANY
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Bail refused for girl
over alleged taxi theft
A TEENAGE girl was unable
to apply for bail yesterday 
because there was no emer-
gency accommodation for
her to go to, Wagga
Children’s Court was told
yesterday.

The 15-year-old has been
charged with seven offences

surrounding the alleged
assault of  a 71-year-old 
taxi driver early Monday
morning, the theft of  his
taxi and a police pursuit of
the vehicle in the Albury
area.

The girl first faced court
on Tuesday afternoon, but a

bail application was not
ready to proceed at that
time.

In court yesterday, the
girl’s solicitor, PC Reddy,
said nothing had been avail-
able for accommodation and
support for the girl in Wagga
or Albury.

He said a facility in 
Wagga was willing to take
the girl, but it was full and
there was no chance of  a
vacancy until at least the
weekend.

Magistrate Anthony
Murray adjourned the case
until next Monday, May 24,

and formally refused 
bail.

The girl’s co-accused, a 15-
year-old boy did not apply
for bail when he appeared in
court on Tuesday on 10
charges.

He was remanded in cus-
tody until June 29.

Crane places plane firmly on the plain
By BEN HIGGINS

A PLANE took flight yesterday under
the controls of  a crane driver, not a
pilot.

Regional Express engineers together
with Riverina Cranes staff  helped lift
the six-tonne Saab 340 over the airport
fence and into its new home at the
Australian Airline Pilot Academy
(AAPA).

The plane was decommissioned 
several years ago and will now 
become a classroom at the 
academy, which itself  opens next
Thursday.

As a training tool the plane will be
used for pilots to learn in-flight
announcements while flight attendant

students can practise emergency evac-
uation procedures.

Rex general manager of  
network strategy, Warrick Lodge, said
it was an exciting time at the Wagga
base. “Actually, using a real plane
makes a big difference to sitting in a
classroom,” he said.

“It will be a static display after we
perform some cosmetic improvements
to make it look as real as possible but it

will also be powered so that the stu-
dents can use it.

“Today was a joint operation with
Saab to lift the plane properly and not
be left with a two-piece display.”

The Rex-owned and operated AAPA
officially opens on Thursday, May 27, to
be inaugurated by federal
Infrastructure Minister Anthony
Albanese and member for Riverina Kay
Hull.

TAKE-OFF: A crane was yesterday used to lift a de-commissioned Regional Express plane over the fence and into Wagga
Airport’s grounds. The plane will be turned into a classroom for the Australian Airline Pilot Academy. Picture: Addison Hamilton

Police
continue
kidnap
case
WAGGA police are still
on the hunt for the man
who abducted a six-
year-old girl from the
front of  her Mount
Austin home on
February 14. After
snatching the girl the
man released her about
90 minutes later and
she was reunited with
her family. 

Detective Inspector
Rod Smith from Wagga
Local Area Command
(LAC) said he was con-
fident they would catch
the kidnapper. 

“It’s just about
exhausting every line
of  enquiry,” Det Insp
Smith said.

Wagga police has put
another call to the com-
munity to assist help
Strike Force Shell – the
joint team of  Wagga
LAC and State Crime
Command formed to
investigate the kidnap-
ping.

Det Insp Smith said
it was now focussing on
local tradesmen.

“In particular, we’d
like to appeal to people
who own trade busi-
nesses or employ
tradesmen who were
working that Sunday,”
he said, stating police
believe the man was
wearing workman’s
clothing.

“Anyone who knows
they employed some-
one that Sunday (con-
tact police).”

The offender was
driving a white Toyota
Hilux dual cab utility,
registration DB, BD or
similar.

Men
receive
further
charges
TWO men accused of
kidnapping a Wagga
woman and her 11-
month-old baby remain
in custody after facing
court for a second time
yesterday.

Dwain McDonald, of
Wagga, and Thomas
Bright, of  Narrandera
are each charged with
take/detain in compa-
ny with intent to get
advantage occasioning
actual bodily harm.

McDonald, 30, faces
another four charges
from the incident,
while Bright, 21, has
another two charges.

The men were arrest-
ed on March 26, the day
they allegedly abducted
a 24-year-old woman
and her baby from a
Kooringal house.

Police allegedly
found McDonald, the
woman and the child at
The Kings Own Hotel
at The Rock, while
Bright was arrested at
Coolamon. McDonald
has pleaded not guilty
to all charges. Bright
has yet to enter pleas.

The cases were
adjourned to June 9.

Teen faces
court again
over bashing
A WAGGA teenager
accused of kicking an
unconscious man in the
head will remain in
custody until at least
May 28.
The boy was taken into
custody on Tuesday
when a fresh charge of
recklessly cause
grievous bodily harm
was laid in court when
he appeared to answer
a charge of assault
occasioning actual
bodily harm.
Bail on the new 
charge can only be
granted under
exceptional
circumstances.  The
boy’s solicitor, David
Barron, said he was
now getting material
together for a bail
application.
The boy’s case was
adjourned to May 28 for
the application.

Rex general manager of network strategy Warrick Lodge

Using a real plane makes a big difference to
sitting in a classroom.

UNION CLUB HOTEL
CNR BAYLIS & FORSYTH ST 6921 2236

Union Club Hotel your local outlet, locally owned, locally managed, locally staffed.

Bottlemart supports the responsible service of alcohol ID 25. Beers until Saturday, May 22, 2010.  All other specials until May 22, 2010 or while stocks last. Images are for illustrative purposes only.
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